
 

 

Fellowship Baptist Church, October 18, 2015, AM 
Message: “The Fate of the wicked”—Malachi 4:1 
 
INTORDUCTION: Chapter three ends with a promise that there will be a discerning between the 
righteous and the wicked, between him that serves God and him that serves him not (3:18).  
This goes all the way back to the question in 2:17, “Where is the God of judgment?”.  There will 
be a day of judgment. 
 
I.  There is coming a day when the wicked and righteous will be separated. 
     —“For behold, the day cometh…” 
 A.   The wicked will be removed from the earth by the wrath of God.—v. 1 
  1.  Burning and fire are symbols of God’s judgment.   

2.  The fire destroys the wicked. 
3.  The fire purifies the righteous.—3:17; I Cor. 3:11-15 
4.  Old Testament examples: Ps. 21:9; Na 1:5-6 

  5.  John the Baptist speaking of Christ.—Matt. 3:12 
 B.  The separation is taught in the parables of the kingdom.—Matt. 13. 
  1.  The wheat and the tares.—Matt. 13:24-30, 36-43 

2.  The drag-net.—Matt. 13:47-50 
 
II.  Verse one does not teaching the annihilation of the wicked but their removal from the earth. 
 A.  Comparison of verses 1 & 2.  
  1.  The wicked will have no place on earth.—“neither root nor branch”. 

2.  Verse 2 talks of the righteous on earth during the reign of Christ. 
      —“But unto you...” 

 B.  The wicked suffer the wrath of God 
1. The judgement on the wicked.—Isa. 5:21-24 

  2.  The characteristic of the kingdom will be righteousness. 
      —Ps. 72; 85:11-12; 98:9-10. 

 C.  The wicked will be raised from the dead.—John 5:28-29; Rev. 20:12. 
 
III.  The ultimate fate of the wicked is eternity in Hell. 
 A.  The fate of those at the Great White Throne judgment.—Rev. 20:13-15 
 B.  Satan, the beast, and the false prophet will suffer in Hell for eternity. 

     —Rev. 19:20; 20:10 
 C.  There is everlasting fire.—Matt. 25:41; Mark 9:43 
 D.  The example of the rich man and Lazarus.--Luke 16:19-31 

E.  The wicked will be punished with everlasting destruction.—II Thess. 1:7-10 
 
CONCLUSION:  The fate of the wicked is to be eternally separated from God and all that is good 
for all of eternity.  No hope of rescue.  Today you can trust Christ and have eternal life and a 
home in heaven with God.  Today you may chose life or death.  What will your choice be?  Trust 
Christ while you may! 
  


